Background & Objective: Internationalization is an active and intelligent reaction to the phenomenon of globalization. Higher education internationalization in universities of medical sciences is a necessity and priority considering the emphasis of the upstream documents, including the sixth development plan, 20-year vision plan and medical education transformation program. Given the complication and various levels of internationalization of higher education from one hand and dependency of universities of medical sciences on the government system from the other hand, this study aimed to determine the role of the government in the higher education internationalization in universities of medical sciences. Materials and Methods: In this qualitative research, the grounded theory method was employed to evaluate content and reviews with experts. The research population included educational management experts and senior executive managers related to the ministry of health and universities of medical sciences. Interviews were conducted with 20 experts through theoretical and targeted sampling method and continued until data saturation. In addition, data analysis was performed using fixed comparative analysis and performing open, axial, and selective stages.
Introduction
In the light of globalization, significant (5) . In fact, not only internationalization is a necessity, but also it is a future-based response since a limited and isolated environment can no longer serve the extensive goals of higher education in society (6) .
In a research entitled "national policies for internationalization of higher education", Curaj considered strategic thinking the most important role of the government in the internationalization of higher education, expressing the importance of government policy in countries with public universities.
Generally, 41% of international students study in nine countries of the world, where there is a strategic plan for internationalization of higher education at the national level. In addition, two-thirds of these individuals have selected English as their education language (7) . In a study by Li in China entitled "the role of the government in the internationalization of higher education", the most important roles of the government were recognized as support, strategic designing and macro planning, being the main supplier of financial resources, macro executive management, coordinating and being the main supervisor of internationalization of universities (8) .
In a study entitled "International trends in higher education" performed by Oxford University in 2015, there was an emphasis on the role of governments and their strategic plans in the development of the internationalization of higher education. In Russia, the "5-100-2020" plan has been developed to ensure that at least five Russian higher education establishments will be among the top one hundred universities in the world by 2020, for which a considerable budget has been allocated to advance the program. Another important goal of this plan is motivating students all over the globe to study in Russia in exchange for a scholarship of Russian students to study abroad. This country has paid $133.3 million for 3000
Russian graduate students to study abroad, and this method is a strategic technique to reduce brain drain.
In its latest developmental plan, Germany has planned on the education of German students abroad until 2020. Providing scholarships to 118000 German students to study abroad in exchange for a 17% increase in the number of international students during a five-year program is one of the government strategies of Germany to develop international higher education. The United States, which is the largest and most attractive destination for the education of students from across the globe, has aimed to increase the number of American students studying abroad through a five-year program of known as "generation study abroad initiative". In addition, Malaysia, notable that the interviews were recorded as audio files and were then transcribed by the researcher after receiving consent from the interviewees. (17) .
Results
In order to determine the role of the government in the internationalization of In open coding, a factor was allocated to each concept with regard to its causal and semantic load, and a total of 17 factors were identified.
In axial coding, the relationship between factors at a higher level abstractly using constant comparative analysis of data, which led to the recognition of three major factors.
On the other hand, selective coding included the determining of the relationship between various factors through classification in three categories of causal conditions, strategies, and consequences and placing in the diagram of the grounded theory. Table 2 presents the results of open and axial coding processes. 
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